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means pain and pain may be induced by a great variety of causes. The treatment for a stone in the bladder would not be the same as for pain caused by a stoppage of the bowels, even though the horse kicked and rolled the same in each instance.
Symptoms
It is not the intention to attempt a detailed description of the finer points necessary to distinguish the different causes of colic, because this is an exact science and veterinarians themselves very often fail to determine cause of the colic until after the animal has died. It would be better to point out to the owner the futility of giving physics until the cause is discovered. A physic ball given to an animal with a twisted intestine would only serve to increase the agony and hasten death.
Any colic may be accompanied by sharp pains or it may move more slowly and resemble a dull ache. The acute form may appear while the animal is at work or shortly after it is returned to the barn. Sometimes the owner is awakened at night by a horse thrashing about in the stable, If the animal is at large, it rolls, sweats, and breathes rapidly. The face has an anxious expression and the pulse is faster than normal. After a short period of great pain, the animal may appear more at ease but the pain soon returns with renewed vigor. Evidence of pain might follow gas colics, plain impactions of the intestines, twisted intestines, or stones in the kidney or bladder. Any animal exhibiting signs of great pain shown by rolling, kicking the belly, sweating, groaning or sighing should have help at once.
Treatment (Fig. 12)
If good veterinary service is available, never delay the call for assistance. Many horses could be saved if the owner did not wait until the animal is beyond help before treatment is begun. Do not permit an animal to go more